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REUNION 2022
The “seed” for Reunion 2022 has not yet been planted,
but is being considered! However a problem exists because
of that, due to the fact that getting the word out is going to
REQUIRE “Notice by email, which will be hindered because we do not have everyone’s email address!
I repeat “We do not have everyone’s email address!”
Anyone who did not receive notifications of the plans for
reunion 2021 and further notices as plans fell apart, should
be aware We DO NOT have your email address! While I
am not sure that everyone actually has an email address, I
am sure that everyone has a relative that can pass on information where required!
For those who have fears of emails being sent by this
association, not related to the “business” of the association,
let it be clearly understood. No random “forwards” are sent
out by the association! We do not pass along the memes, junk emails, supposedly funny stories, political messages, or even religious
messages! The email addresses on file are used ONLY for association related business (Reunions almost exclusively) and for notifying
classmates when one of their own dies! We do not give out anyone’s email address to casual inquirers! If someone says he needs to
contact an “old friend”, then a message is sent to the old friend advising him of that notice!

?

With all that said “We need YOUR email address!! Please sent to

signalocsbw36@comcast.net,

or if easier to

richard-green@comcast.net (Please!)
The death of Max Holt has left a big hole in the “heart”
of the association! Appreciating what he took care of is only
evident to those who are now looking at how to fill his
shoes! Rest assured that the board of directors will do their
best to fill the void, but since none of us has his talents (singing, playing of instruments, MC’ing events, the planning of reunions, etc)
then he will continue to be missed as long as the association exists! One of the greatest losses will be his inspirational messages in the
newsletters! None of us are preachers, or educated in providing same but the column needs to continue! Hopefully one of our “candidates
turned preacher” will step up! (Hasn’t been a lot of volunteers in any area, especially in that one!)
But this morning, my preacher spoke on FAITH.. 				
He covered the subject well, with reference to Hean important part of a verse (Romans 10:17)… Faith
brews 11! But I wanted to tell him that he missed 				
but I NEED to go to church on Sunday! It is reinforcecomes by hearing! I don’t know about anyone else,
I don’t do well without reinforcement! I’m not dediment for the rest of the week. As a weak Christian, 				
that reinforcement, I forget to check the daily message
cated enough to read the word of God daily to get				
rave
about “idiots” on the highway, “idiots” in my
on my cellphone Bible app every day, I rant and 		
etc. My wife often says “You should not use those
neighborhood, “idiots” causing havoc in the streets,				
words that a good soldier had to use at times, back in
words anymore!” Yep, I’ve been known to revert to 				
the good old days!
that God has cleaned me up a little and that I have
However Sunday morning at church, I get a feeling				
me and I feel better about my fellow man! (Not sure I
another chance in the coming days! I feel better about				
LTC Maxie G. Holt direction, but I pray that things will get back to norfeel that much better about this country’s current 				
mal, somehow!)
Not all that many years ago, I “liked” the bumper sticker that read “Don’t believe in God? Then Go To Hell”. I don’t like that as well,
these days! I pray every night for ALL those who graduated from the Signal OCS program! I don’t care if they believe, or not! (but God
does!)
OCS taught us to have faith in our ability to handle all things! Many of us had to study and work hard to achieve that faith and it has
gotten most of us through a lot of difficult times! In my humble opinion, each of us needs to believe that there is a higher power, and that
our faith will determine what comes next. So I encourage all to either go to church, or to read their Bible, and ignore all the “interpreters’

Faith
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that continue to give their opinionated
self-promoting tales of what the Bible is
suppose to say! (I selfishly like that American Biblical scholars who rewrote much of
the Bible now have to face the fact that they
based their rewrite on the “fake” Dead Sea
Scrolls!
I thank God, who brought me out of a
dark time, the God that gave me a supportive wife, two fine children that have done
well for themselves, my son and daughter
in law who are excellent additions to the
family and two granddaughters that are assets to society! Yes, I give God the credit,
because I was never the example I should
have been!
In closing! Whether a graduate believes,
or not, I will continue to pray for all. I will
pray for the sick, the lame and the lazy!
I’m sure I will hear from some who will
say “The newsletter should not be “used”
for religious messages, but my response to
them is “Were it not for God’s guidance and
direction, there would be no newsletter, nor
would there be an association! I personally was dragged kicking and screaming to
do what I do, but God did not listen to me
because this association needed to be! God
bless you one and all.
........Richard Green 2-67!

TAPS

They shall not grow old as we who are
left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor
the years condemn. At the going down of the
sun and in the morning, we will remember
them.
Martin Sas (11-66) advised of typos in
the June 2011 TAPS!!
*Don Blackmon is listed as a member of
11-66 - Should be Class 10-66)
*Earnest Gruber is listed as a member of
12-66 - Should be Class 11-66
---------------------------------------------WWII Era – 8-42: Wallace Bender, 1443: Darrell Haass, 16-43: Arsen Charles,
William Freienmuth, 21-43: Cleveland
Moore, 22-43: Martin Gelb, 35-44: Leonard
Allen, Donald Mehl, Carroll Smith, 37-44:
William Sdao, 38-44:Willis Frambach, 4044: Robert Bry, Robert Schwerin, 41-45:
William Pennycook, 45-45: David Preus,
47-45: Glenn Ricketts,
Korean War Era – 1-52: Donn Campbell, Gordon Edwards, Howard Sage (aka
Rae Parker-Sage), 2-52: Raymond Fox,
3-52Edward O’Keefe, 4-52: James Morris,
5-52: MAJ Hugh Black, Lee Hanson, Eugene Jelensperger, 6-52: LTC Milton Elgin,

8-52: James Moss, 9-52: Loren Glasscock,
Lindsey Green, 10-52: Chauncey Crandall,
11-52: Alexander Blackburn, Jerold Koerner, Norman Larsen, 15-52: Jacob Brown,
16-52:Maurice Lamphier, Darwin Larsen,
17-52: COL Mason Ashby, LTC Donzelle
Davis, LTC John Hunt, John Mairs, 18-52:
Alfred Fernandez, 20-52: William McCulloch, Raymond Naito, 21-52: Thomas Barnett, 23-53: William Theodorou,
Vietnam War Era – 4-66: Arthur Morden, 7-66: LTC Alvin Watkins, 8-66: MAJ
James Novak, (TAC) LTC Daniel Keenan,
9-66: Robert Harms, 11-66: LTC Bruce
Miller, 14-66: Robert Donaldson, 16-66:
Robert Larson, 18-66: Marvin Sternberg,
2-67: MAJ Sam Gillis, Richard Wright,
3-67: John McCormick, 4-67: Reginald
Powell, James Rice, 6-67: Tobah Deneke,
8-67: LTC Ralph Holmes, 15-67: Richard
Robertson, 17-67: William Cooke, 25-67:
David Queen, INST: LTC Ronald Hunter,
Ft Riley OCS – 15-49: LTC John
Glouner,

Readers Write In.
Jim Martin Class 5-52
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What’s a DASPO commander?
Rick Griffith wrote: In September

2015 a lengthy article appeared in our news
letter titled “ Just Who the Hell is DASPO
Anyway?” It’s quite a story.
On August 15, 2016, our OCS newsletter editor received an email from one Bryan
Grigsby, offering a few corrections for the
record and additional information on DASPO operations in SE Asia during the Vietnam war.
He was a still photographer/sound recording specialist and was with me on combat
photo missions during the “Second Tet Offensive”, Saigon area, May, 1968. At that
time, all of my men were doing the same
work, from I to IV Corps. I was the in-country unit(8-14 men) commander. Our DASPO team in Thailand and South Korea had a
similar number. However, when the Pueblo
crew was released in December, 1968, I had
16 hand-picked men to document the entire
event. I was in Thailand, South Korea and
Vietnam numerous times over a nearly 3
year period.
Grigsby did not mention this in his 2016
email, but I will. He was awarded the Silver Star for his actions during our “2nd
Tet” operations. My team and I witnessed
this man’s courage and I wrote the recommendation....hell, we even got most of it on
film. For our efforts during these 5-6 days,
my DASPO team earned 3 Bronze Stars for
Valor, three Purple Hearts and a Silver Star.
DASPO....Department of the Army Special Photographic Office, Reporting directly to the Pentagon, thru our independent
(DASPO Pacific) Hawaii command, as we
were, wherever we operated. There were
never more than 45-50 of us, including officers. Tragically, we lost several of our men
KIA in Vietnam in ‘66 and ‘68.
Thanks again for “ cracking the case” of
the missing man....missing no more.
Rick Griffith........

In response to the reunion early notice Jim
had this to say: Richard, with all my health
problems these days I can barely walk to
the refrigerator to get another beer, so I will
not be attending and I am not aware that any
of my 2 surviving classmates (15A) will be
there. The same holds true for Class 15B.
When I was employed with Kaiser I had
operations in Gramercy and Chalmette plus
the headquarters in New Orleans so at one
time I knew the city quite well, but that was
almost 30 years ago so I imagine that there
have been one or two changes. In fact, just
yesterday I saw an internet story that the old
terminal at the airport was now the largest
skateboard park in the country. Time does
march on! If it does go together say Hello to all my old friends on Bourbon Street
and have a great time. I hope that the OCS
Now a bit of a miracle explanation! Rick
Association can find a way to continue, but mentioned to me, by email I think, that the
it is a lot of work for just a few dedicated association had never found Ed O’brien. I
souls. Thanks to all for the effort to date.
explained that in the attempt to do so, EarRichard Griffith, Class 12-66
nie Robertson had made approximately 600
I am stunned! In 24 hours, or less, calls to Edward O’Briens across the counyou located Edward O’Brien. Amazing. try with no luck in finding him. I really had
Now, every member of Class 12-66, both no confidence that he could be found. BUT
its TAC’s and company CO, are located. I tried the site ancestry.com and found only
O’Brien was the last. A BIG thank you to that Ed had gotten married in Seaford VA in
you and the men who worked so long and 1973 to a lady by the name of Barbara! I
hard on this and hundreds, if not thousands don’t recall what page I clicked on next, or
of others. Tenacity was always one of our what I typed in the search bar, but suddenly
strongest characteristics.
there was a listing for an Edward J.W.
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name on my e-mail and do hope my response isn’t too late. I would be honored
to have you use my letter in the association
newsletter and am humbled that you would
even want to use it.
I have the utmost respect for “The
Greatest Generation” and am passionate in
feeling that it is my duty and privilege to
pass on all that I have learned that sets that
generation apart and what it is that makes
them great! It breaks my heart to see all the
disrespect and degradation going on in our
country today but, I believe, it has and will
continue to raise up those of us who love
our country, it’s liberties, and have an undying respect and honor for those who made
it all possible.
My prayers are that this nation will wake
up, come to understand the truths and costs
that set us apart to begin with, and return
to all the hard work, goodness and integrity
that made us great over the years.
Laurel Magnus - daughter of
Thank you for all you do, and I hope you
Marlow Magnus – Class 26-43 know it does not go unappreciated.
My apologies for such a slow reply, but
God’s Richest Blessings to you,
your letter was misplaced, so we are just
Laurel Magnus............
sending our response today. I am Laurel
Walter Gapik, Class 2-67
Magnus, Marlow Magnus’ daughter and Walt sent this! I will not take any of the
caregiver. We’ve lived together for 20 years. heat for any complaints! LOL!
Marlow is fully competent, gets around with
I became confused when I heard the
a walker, but does need assistance and su- word Service used with these agencies:
pervision with things, at 104 years of age.
Internal Revenue Service
He has no health issues and just plain wearPostal Service
ing out at this point. He does, however, have
Telephone Service
a wonderful attitude and still finds great purCable TV Service
pose in and meaning in his life, through his
Civil Service
faith in God Almighty!
Municipal, City, & Public Service
I felt it was important to send this letter
Customer Service
of clarification as I doubt there are many 104 **This is not what I thought the word
year old men of honor/veterans left.
Service meant.
We, his family are very proud of the life
But today, I overheard 2 farmers talking
of integrity, wisdom and fortitude that we and one of them said he had hired a bull to
have been blessed to be a part of and are Service a few of his cows. BAM!!! It all
ever grateful for what its taught us. We also came into focus.
are deeply grateful for his service and yours,
ASSOCIATION WEBSITE
that has allowed us the freedoms we enjoy
www.armysignalocs.com
every day her in America.
If you encounter problems notify:
Thank you for taking the time to read this
signalocsbw36@comcast.net
and the privilege of sharing a few thoughts
about my father…my hero! /s/God’s Richest
Published by the US Army Signal Corps
Blessings to you! Laurel Magnus
(In responding to my request to use the above Officer Candidate School Association.
Articles and other items of interest
letter for our newsletter, Laurel wrote! “Your
for inclusion in this newsletter should
kind response to my letter of June 15th made be sent to the address below. For the
my day, too. I really appreciate all the infor- next issue, June 2022, material must
mation and data you shared as I love know- reach the editor not later than 15 May.,
ing all I can about my father’s life/history. I 2022. NO exceptions!! Editor: Major
also enjoyed learning a bit more of what the R. Lee Wheless (R), 12910 Trench Ct.,
Fredericksburg, VA 22407
Signal Corp was all about.
Lwheless@comcast.net
Again, I was excited when I saw your

Obrien, with 3 phone numbers, a note saying he’d previously lived in Houston TX and
Seaford VA? I tried all three numbers and
on the last one got the message “Hi, this is
Ed and Barbara, leave us a message!” So I
did, and amazingly Ed called back shortly
thereafter.
Now I don’t know what everyone else
believes, but I believe this. God wanted Ed
found, and God wanted Ed found on June
8th 2021.
As weak as I am as a Christian, these
things have happened too many times for
me to deny them. I have worked days “doing
it my way” and found no-one, then late at
night, I’d try some other route, that I didn’t
fully understand and another one was found.
God may have wanted Ed found sooner, but
was not going to let us wait one more day!
So we can welcome Ed to the Association...
Richard Green.............

SIGNALS
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Col. Preas L. Street, Class 18-67
FIRST and FOREMOST: Congratulations to our 2021 Scholarship winners.
We awarded three (3) scholarships this
year. Recipients were Jonathan Greene,
Madeline Jones, and Serena D’Anna. We
wish these three top students the very best
in their college studies.
Well, as so many have said before me,
I’m sorry we were not able to come together
in New Orleans. After much discussion and
deliberation, the board just didn’t feel comfortable that we could be guaranteed the kind
of service we wanted and expected. Shortly,
we will begin the decision making process
for 2022. Let’s hope for the best.
There many of you to thank for your generosity in donating to our Scholarship Program. Once again, we want to give our sincere thanks to Earl Tingle and Kenneth Hoag
for their monthly contributions to the Scholarship Fund. Thank you also to George Krois for a very generous donation from Europe
by way of (I believe) his niece. Thank you
to the following contributors since the last
newsletter: Dale Gunn, Gregory Halper,
Brian Mays, David Smith, Frank Vecchiarella, Richard Marks, Gertrude Odil,
Allen Jacobson (IMO Max), Joe Gaddis, Marlow Magnus, Ann Russell (IMO
Max), Donald Linnartz (IMO Max), Allen Strohmeier, James Caldwell, Thomas
Frizzell, Frank Stump, Richard Destefano, John Brinkhouse, John Wheeler,
Brien Hodge, Walter Gapik, James Whitfield, Bobby Patterson, MG David Gust,
Douglas Stewart, Bobby Ward, Charles
Bultmann, Dale Eppling, Vincent Hewitt,
Ray Mabrey, Paul Ouverson, Marvin
Stewart, Dallas Winslow (IMO Max),
Theodore Bigham, Paul Heintz, Jon Noteboom, BG Kenneth Symmes, John Shobert, Daniel Judge, Rick McDonald, Harry
Manbeck, Thomas Taber, James Tomko, Henry Zgutowicz, Richard Morgan,
Kenneth Freeman, James Halmo, Phillip
Keith, and Philip Tavares. With a list of
so many generous donors, I am bound to
have messed up a name, either mispelled or
maybe left out. If I did it to you, please let
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me know so I can make it right next time.
Our continued sincere “Thank You” goes
out to all of you! It goes without saying,
but I always like to emphasize it, every donation, no matter the amount, is important
and appreciated.
I believe the fund should be sufficient
to handle the 2022 awards at this time even
if we have another year of multiple awards.
However, donations will continue to be accepted and will be much appreciated. We
continue to appreciate the support from all
of you. REMEMBER, any donated amount
is very welcome and no donation is too
small to count! Once again, if you wish to
donate to the scholarship fund, send your
donations to Richard Green, Secretary, at
190 SW Wren Court, Lake City, FL 32025.
You may add a donation to your membership dues check or make it a separate check.
Either way, please annotate on the check
the amount you are donating to the Scholarship Fund, as it is tax deductible. If you
wish to make a donation in the memory of
or in honor of a friend or loved one, please
indicate such on your check and/or note to
Richard. Take care until next time. God
Bless you all and God Bless America.

FROM THE CAVE
Richard Green
Historian, Secertary, Locator

Two major reasons for doing all of this!
One – I’m not able to haul all this around
the country anymore! Two – It is time to
think about finding an archive site for all
that we have! I’m thinking the Army Museum at Fort Belvoir might be our best bet…
I don’t think it will fold up like a paper box
as did the museum at Fort Monmouth, and
I don’t think it will be as inefficient as the
Fort Gordon museum has been in keeping
Signal OCS “stuff” around.. Fort Gordon
has lost the donations from dozens of graduates that I’m aware of…
Any suggestions that anyone has will be
gratefully received and given consideration when I talk to the board….

From the Cave #2
As of today’s date, (Sep 28) we have
cleared roughly 12 feet of shelf space (28
binders and miscellaneous books, manuals, tall tales, & so forth…)
Does anyone remember the “great” and
almost unreadable Officer Registers that
we once had access to… Even our (at least
my) young eyes strained to read the lines!
So far 6 binders of WWII Officer Registers have been scanned.. (Over 1000 pages!) one 1952 Register has been scanned,
as well as the 1958, 1962, 1968, 1970,
1972, 1974 and 1977 Registers!
What’s so great about this! I use them all
frequently and now all I have to do is pull
them up on the computer, click “Make the
words bigger” and I can read all with ease!
I think I can sent those by email, but I
haven’t tried yet! (Since no-one knows to
ask, YET… LOL).

History of Fort Monmouth and
the Signal Corps!

From the Cave #1! In August, with the

“help” of $1000 from a Florida Scratch Off,
I began a project that many will probably
think of as….

Damn! I really got off track there!
Back on track.. with the winnings I bought
a new laptop and fantastic scanner. With
Barbara’s help (dang woman demanded
minimum wage to help! LOL!) in just a few
weeks over 600 files had been created and
assigned to 38 different folders! All in PDF.
Orders, photos, Menus, Candidate released
documents, manuals, a few more letters, etc.

Some time ago (years?) I acquired the
1860 to 1960 History of Fort Monmouth
(and the Signal Corps) from James Dickey
(now deceased). I scanned it page by page
and it was difficult to read in that format.
Open one page, read it, close it, and open
another page, etc!! Then repeat. I decided tonight that I was going to make it a
“book” so that once opened, all one had to
do was scroll down as each page was read.
It took awhile, but I got ‘er done. There is
a lot of great info included in the “book”
which was intended for the celebration of
the Signal Corps 100th anniversary celebration that was held in June of that 1960.
Reading the “book” refreshed my memory of things I saw at that post when I was
there in 1970-1971. It was not until I got to
the last page that I realized the history that
was lost, destroyed, removed and dis-
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respected when Fort Monmout was closed.
That’s when I read the list of street and
building names, which told whose names
were honored and why. Unfortunately I had
visions of bulldozers and construction crews
wiping out all the history that was there, and
is no more. Still it is a great document for the
Signal Corps!! (49 pages)
With that deed completed, I found another “article” that I’d found online some time
ago (years?) and it was the history of Fort
Monmouth from 1917 to 1946. The heading on that document relates that the online
“history” was poorly loaded, and apparently
I put a lot of effort into correcting spelling,
and finding photos to go with the article…I
didn’t do a great job, but it is a lot better than
what I found on line. (I’m sure most have
seen the articles upload to the internet that
were a real mess…Anyway, I retyped the 50
some pages and gave it a little more class!
It could well be something out kids and
grandkids (great grand kids) would find of
interest. If you want a copy on DVD, send
me enough for postage and I’ll get a copy
out to you...
...........Richard Green
Maybe we better wait on ordering one
of those DVDs. As I mentioned before, it is
taking me three times as long to do half as
much, these days! I can let interested parties
know by email…(Did I mention somewhere
that I needed everyone’s email address? And
that anyone who did not get reunion updates
for the New Orleans reunion that didn’t happen do not have an email on file!

Frank Doyle, Class 14-67
Frank and I got into a “remembering Vietnam” mode, after an information exchange,
and it is always great to go back there!!
Frank - Well then I’m just a kid Richard,
I arrived in Vietnam on my 23rd birthday in
1967, we are all very fortunate to have lived
this long, I try to remember that and make
the most of every day I have left.
Me - You arrived in Nam on November
14th... 1967? I did not get there until March
of 1969... but have no clue what date we
landed..
Frank - Well my birthday was the reason
that I remembered it and as I recall I also
left within a day of my birthday, so I spent
my entire 23rd year in Vietnam. My recall
isn’t quite as good or as quick as it used to
be but I do remember those dates.
Me - My year in Nam was the fastest year
I’ve ever experienced.... it was like one long
day rolled into one... I flew missions with
guys when things got really hairy, but there.
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are only about a dozen that stand out clearly....Fortunately, I’m in touch with a L\lot
of guys that were in my unit and the flight
platoon I commanded...So we remind each
other when we can have a reunion.... unfortunately I can’t get very involved with that
group’s reunion and this one as well. Maybe
when I was younger..
Frank - It’s funny how Vietnam affected
people differently, when I got back, stateside duty was a bit too ordinary for me, so
I called OPO and volunteered again but after I did that my brother who was a doctor
told me that my father who already had had
a couple of heart attacks, had another one
when I was in Vietnam. The family didn’t
tell me about that, and my brother strongly
argued that I do not go back to Nam again,
so I called OPO again and they graciously
changed my orders to the 1/42nd artillery
(honest John) supporting the 1st ROK army
in Chuncheon Korea.
Life is funny, those tours were the most
demanding, unpleasant, dangerous, (and
educational) in my life but now I find them
to be the most rewarding things that I ever
did and It’s probably the reason that I keep
coming back to the OCS reunions because
for me that’s where it all started.
Note: Frank’s last sentence is the reason this
exchange is important to all of us! “OCS”
is where it all started for many of us!!
............Richard Green

						
OFFICIAL SIGNAL CORP OCS
ASSOCIATION Merchandise

SHIRTS - White, with logo 		

$27.00
$15.00
SHIRT & HAT COMBO 			
$37.00
JACKET - Circle color-Blk-Navy-Red-Grn-Burg $42.00
S, M, L, XL, 2XL. 			

HATS - White, one size fits all.			

(2nd Choice Color______), S___M___L___XL___2XL____
LAPEL PIN 					$ 5.00
COIN - Bronze_______, Silver_______		
$ 7.00
COFFEE MUG - NEW! - With Assn. Logo $ 8.50
PEN - With OCS Program Dates Inscribed
$ 2.00

Quanity
Total
x _______=_________
x _______=_________
x_____ __=_________
x_______=_________
x _______= ________
x _______=_________
x________=________
x________=________

DECAL 					
$ 2.00 x______=_______
KNIVES - NEW!-Circle color BLACK RED $ 6.00 x______=_______
SHIPPING (Free on lapel pins, coins, pens, 				
$6.00
and decals when purchased w/other items )				

********Total Enclosed...........................................................................$__________
CHECKS PREFERRED
Form of payment:
CheckVISAMCAMEXExp. Date

Card No.-Security Code--

(Last 3 small digits on back of MC and VISA) (4 small
digits above card number on front of AMEX)

Signature (Required for processing)_____________________________________
Send order to:
Richard Green, USASCOCSA
		
190 SW Wren Ct., Lake City, FL 32025		

Readers Write In.--# 2

William Dunavant (1938-2019)
Class 7-66, sometimes around 2004,

Email from Mike Sullivan to MG sent me his “Novice Pilot in Nam” war stoBrohm, Class 15-67
ry! His experiences were a lot more “hairy”

Hi Jerry: Thanks! Your email address was
(Jim Martin is not the only one to advise me on an old mailing re Arthur Reymann from
of this type of “hack”..) I understand that I Richard Green that Butch forwarded to
have been hacked and that some of you may me earlier this year ... and I figured you
receive a email requesting a loan to tide me & Richard Green were the experts in such
over. Though money is always nice I am military matters. BTW, congratulations on
currently not destitute nor seeking funds your impressive military career. Did low
from friends so please disregard any such crawling around quarter mile cinder tracks
requests. Hell, even if it wasn’t a hack, you in OCS help make you tougher?
After the military I returned to the San
should disregard it since I am probably a
Francisco
Bay area so lost touch with
bad risk! Sorry about that.
Butch
until
three years ago when I came
..........Jim Martin, Class 5-52
back
to
Florida
to escape ever increasing
Note: Lake City police has notified those in
northern
CA
traffic
& taxes and to retire. I
this county that the latest scam is for somenow
live
just
south
of Venice FL & Saraone to contact us with news that our grandsota
FL
near
the
new
Atlanta Braves spring
child sent them to get money to “bail” them
training
facilities.
Let
me know if you are
out, or help them pay their rent so they will
ever
in
the
general
area
not be evicted. **There are a lot of sorry
Retirement in Florida has been great now
sons of b****es out there! BEWARE!
that I’m used to warmer weather again. I’m
Some War Stories conflict with reality! sorry that Butch and other good friends are
The wife asked me about a particular no longer here to enjoy it some more with
time when I entered the Army! I related the us. And, like you said, their departure is
events I could recall, and then said “I use especially tough on loved ones like Linda
to be able to run like the wind, now I don’t who had also hoped to enjoy many more
have the wind to run at all”!
good years together.
Don’t laugh, most of you can’t run either!
Best, Mike Sullivan

WARNING!
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than mine, but then I was just a slick pilot,
while Bill was one of the crazy so and so’s
that flew hunter/killer missions! For those
that don’t know, those are the teams that has
one fly low and slow and look for the bad
guys (or wait to get shot at) and then call in
the Gun ship to blow them away!
Bill was one of the low/slow guys and
according to what he wrote, he got into the
“hot stuff” time and time again.. And he is
the only pilot I know who ever mentioned
being attacked by a baboon while flying!
It is a great story, probably only partially
embellished and I enjoyed reading it again.
I “think” that some small parts of it may
have found its way into a newsletter long
ago, but I’m not sure!
I recall talking to Bill about his experiences after receiving what he wrote. Swapping
war stories is always great fun! If he was
still with us, I’d call him today and discuss
it again. Too many good guys are no longer
with us!
A salute to Bill..

This is so True!

When I notified a class of the passing of one
of their members, I got this response from
one of them! “Thanks, Richard.
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There were 3, or 4 more notifications
in my email this a.m. about John’s passing.
Hard to think of these “young” guys passing
until I look in the mirror and remember that
we remember them as young but we are not
any longer. ...Bob Baden, Class 3-67

This gem comes from a Chaplain!

* “A gun is like a parachute - if you need
one, and don’t have one, you’ll probably
never need one again.”
*The definition of the word conundrum is:
something that is puzzling or confusing.
* Here are six conundrums of socialism in
the United States of America:
1. America is capitalist and greedy - yet
half of the population is subsidized.
2. Half of the population is subsidized - yet
they think they are victims.
3. They think they are victims - yet their
representatives run the government.
4. Their representatives run the government - yet the poor keep getting poorer.
5. The poor keep getting poorer - yet they
have things that people in other countries
only dream about.
6. They have things that people in other
countries only dream about - yet they want
America to be more like those other countries.
These three, short sentences tell you a lot
about the direction of our current government and cultural environment:
1. We are advised to NOT judge ALL Muslims by the actions of a few lunatics, but we
are encouraged to judge ALL gun owners by
the actions of a few lunatics.
Funny how that works. And here’s another
one worth considering…
2. Seems we constantly hear about how
Social Security is going to run out of money. But we never hear about welfare or food
stamps running out of money ! What’s interesting is the first group “worked for” their
money, but the second didn’t.
3. Why are we cutting benefits for our
veterans, no pay raises for our military and
cutting our army to a level lower than before WWII, but we are not stopping the payments or benefits to illegal aliens.
** “If you don’t take an interest in the affairs
of your government, then you are doomed to
live under the rule of fools.” – Plato
(Okay, I’ll take the heat for this one! Anyone
that takes offense I’ll kindly respond “too
many people are looking for something to be
offended by, and like “when Jimmy cracked
corn”… I don’t care!)
**Part of the reason is that today I received
a bill from the IRS stating I owed almost
$400 because in my amended 2019 tax
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return I had some interest income ($120)
that I hadn’t reported in the original tax
return! I sent a check at that time for $25,
which Turbo Tax said was correct! But
what really ticked me off is that yesterday,
the “same” bill came in Barbara’s name
(with my SSN)…
....R. Green

Those Mean Old TACs
Invaribly at least twice a month, I talk
to someone (phone, email, Facebook) that
relates a story about what a total a’hole
their TAC was! I even sometimes agree in
regards to some of those that they mention
by name!
Maybe if I had not served as a TAC I would
also talk about what a’holes TACs could
be! But having been one of the a’holes, I
know that most TACs were hard-working
and dedicated individuals, that did a fantastic job, based on the situation we found
ourselves in! I could have done better! But
I’m damned proud of most of the ones that
earned their gold bars in the hardest OCS
program that ever existed. I can’t thank
my TACs enough for the training that I received, and for the times they looked the
other way when I screwed up!
I shouldn’t say this but of all the graduates from the two classes I worked with,
I know of only two that make me think
“Where did I go wrong, letting them slip
through?” (I should un-say that but I won’t,
as I’ve reached the age where saying what I
think is a controlling factor!
I’d like to throw out a Thank You to Wes
Green also! Wes was not my TAC, he was
not even in the same company, but because
of my name, I got special attention from
him! In today’s ARMY, there would be
comments about “wrong” things said and
derogatory remarks, etc, but Wes Green’s
corrections and comments to me, motivated me to strive harder to complete the the
program! (Maybe his promise to “bury me”
if I disgraced the name Green, was a motivating factor!) BTW Wes Green’s “boys”
are always telling me what a great TAC
Wes was! (I sometimes wonder if Wes remembers when I as a senior candidate and
in response to his comment about “Brother,
where have you been?”, I said “Mama was
worried about you and sent me to find you!”
*Or words to that effect!)
...........Richard Green......

Forest Choate, Class 7-42 (1917 -2010)
– Have I mentioned “somewhere” that I’m
scanning all files possible to digital files?
Surely I have! Well, just so all know that I
know “I’m not a historian”… I’m not even

sure that I know what is historically important and what is not! Regardless while
involved in the scanning process, I am
re-reading a lot of “input” that I’d not read
in awhile! (Like this excerpt from Forrest
Choate’s memoirs!) Published March ’02!
(In the quite lengthy, welcomed and most
informative resume provided by Forrest
was the following, which as a former TAC
(DI) and a noticeable Southerner, I was delighted to read.)
Forrest was writing of the strict requirements for those in OCS to excel in close order drill. He advised that he closely watched
his drill instructor Lieutenant Gray as he
put the section through their paces, stating
that Gray was magnificent, smooth, trim
and cool, and that when Gray was leading
the section became as one. Forrest told how
he worked on his drill command presentations and assisted his fellow Californian
(Elbert Belknap (1913-1946) who was having problems. After detailing the efforts put
into this Forrest wrote of the elation he felt
when his turn came to demonstrate his ability in his final “exam”. He stated “It was
a high that I have seldom exceeded since”
And then he added: “This surprisingly excellent performance was not caused by enjoying absolute control, it was caused by an
intense desire to show that Southern son of
a bitch drill instructor Lieutenant Gordon
Gray (1916-1983) that we Californians (Elbert and myself) were equal to him without
being insufferable in the process. As I look
back I realize that this was the plan right
along”.
(Reporter’s note! How many of us never
reflect on OCS incidents, or ever understand
that those who trained us had a purpose in
appearing to be sadistic so and so’s, who
were out to “get us”, whose actual goal was
to teach us all that we had to know in the
shortest time possible. I can’t help but wonder if Gordon Gray as a candidate in Class
4-42 ever ran afoul of Iron Lung McClung
(1906-1983) when, as Mister Gray, he was
attempting to succeed in Close Order Drill,
and would like to hear from any of Gray’s
classmates that have recollections of his
time as “Mister” Gray.
And for some reason my California classmates (10 of the 52 graduates in 2-67)
come to mind, especially the young’uns
like Walter Gapik and Phil Boozer (19452006), who had to survive 6 months under
the guidance of two Southern son of a guns,
one rumored to be a transplant from NJ,
both of whom knew how to cause the best
in the class to fear for his future, if not
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not his life.)
***BG Joyce James (1919-2004) was one of Choate’s TACs and
after we discussed the above, James got in touch with Choate!
***Of all those mentioned, only Walter Gapik is still among the
living! BUT everyone mentioned lives on in memory because of
this association and because of those who have supported the association over the years!
***Few have had the chance to read Choate’s memoirs! I know
some have read the “book” at reunions, but the rest of the time,
the book has just laid in a box, waiting for the next reunion. When
all is scanned, Choate’s writings as well as 100s of others will be
archived with as many places as I can get to accept the disks! And
I think many will be interested in doing so, as we have a lot of
information! (To include the many Officers Registers from days
gone by!)
Thousands of pages! More like tens of thousands of pages! And
the thanks goes to the members that have made it happen! Thank
you!
...........Richard Green

Too Good to not share: I laughed

Association Officers & Directors
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Officers and Directors in alphabetical order.

Major Richard Green
Secretary/Historian/Locator/
Membership/Bd of Directors
Class 02-67, USA Retired
190 SW Wren Ct.
Lake City, FL 32025
(386) 752-6950

signalocsbw36@comcast.net
LTC Earnest Robertson
Member, Board of Directors
Assistant Locator
"A" Co. Cmdr., USA Retired
1413 Beaver Creek Road
Alpharetta, GA 30022
(470) 294-3542

LTCR79@bellsouth.net
Colonel Preas L. Street

Treasurer/Scholarship Chairman,

The Montana State Department of Fish and Wildlife is advising
golfers to take extra precautions and be on the alert for bears while
playing on Gallatin, Helena, and Lewis and Clark National Forests
Golf Courses.
They advise golfers to wear noise-producing devices such as
little bells on their clothing to alert, but not to startle the bears unexpectedly. They also advise you to carry pepper spray in the case
of an encounter with a bear.
It is also a good idea to watch for signs of bear activity.
Golfers should be able to recognize the difference between black
bear and grizzly bear droppings on the golf course.
Black bear droppings are smaller and contain berries and possibly
squirrel fur.
Grizzly bear droppings have bells in them and smell like
pepper spray.

Member, Board of Directors
Class 18-67, USA Retired
135 Springlakes Dr.
Martinez, GA 30907
(706) 863-2007

preasstr@csranet.com
Colonel Earl Tingle
Quartermaster
Class 09-67, USA Retired
2016 Spyglass Ln.
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32169
(386) 402-4288

82jumpmaster@gmail.com
Major R. Lee Wheless

Newsletter Editor,
Member, Board of Directors
Class 13-66, USA Retired
12910 Trench Ct.
Fredericksburg,VA 22407
(540) 840-1781

Lwheless@comcast.net

Reunions – Most have said that we need
Reunions, Emails, Suggestions appreciated, but often it depends on what/
where/who
can
set
things
up!
Those
who
to
STOP considering coastal areas and
and other Necessary “Stuff” from
have ideas should also be prepared to assist some have mentioned that Columbus Day
the CAVE!

The dust is beginning to settle and things
need to get back on track! Due to the reduction to two newsletters a year, most notices
will go out by email…. Anyone who did not
receive updates (by email) on the 2021 reunion (that almost was) DOES NOT have
an email address on file!!
PLEASE LET ME KNOW YOURS!

signalocsbw36@comcast.net!
Suggestions for reunions are always

in getting the planning done, even if it requires them to travel at their own expense
to do so! (It is easy to say “Go here, or go
there, but not quite that simple to make it
happen!)
Did I mention that I need every one’s
email address?
The board has not appointed a replacement “chairman” since we lost Max Holt.
That needs to be resolved soon, and I’m
sure that we will get it done!

weekend is always hectic! Not one person
has been in favor of a Monday thru Friday
reunion! So efforts will be made to insure
we only plan long weekends (like Friday
thru Sunday… or maybe Friday thru Monday?)
Did I mention that I need every one’s
email address? *Smile*
**Note: I also need email addresses so that
I can send out TAPS notices to the classes
when one of their classmates passes!
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As anyone can see looking at the TAPS
list we are losing our contemporaries at an
alarming rate. (10 years ago there were
7000 plus listed on the roster! As of November 11, 2021, there are less than 2000.
I owe an apology here, as I have not completed the Vietnam era search at this point
in time! I am working on it.. If the current
trend continues, I predict there will be at
least 30 more Vietnam era graduates to report by the end of December! (It seems to
take me three times as long to do half as
much these days!)
R. Green....

Fort Monmouth “Ranting” from
The Cave!!
With all else going on in this country, I
do not need further aggravation, but I just
finished (November 22nd) scanning a document titled “Fort Monmouth – Landmarks
and Places”, which was published at Fort
Monmouth, by Fort Monmouth in 2007.
It provides the history (again) of the post,
identifies buildings and monuments, commanding Generals and other great, or not
so great, Signal Corps officers! It is really
a great tribute to the post and the Signal
Corps.
But that is not the “aggravation”! That
comes from the knowledge that the “closing” of Fort Monmouth destroyed a historically significant military base and fattened
the bank accounts of both military personnel, politicians, and other civilians! There
had to be a lot of profiteering going on!
(Example: the 1100 plus acre post was sold
for (?) – Nobody really knows! I have been
told for $1 million and have found documents online that say $6 million! That price
included everything! All buildings, all land,
all recreational areas, and even the Marina!
((This in an area where a 75x100 feet “lot”
sells for over $5000?)) What moron would
allow a sale like this if there was not kickbacks! (Marina? How many of us even knew
there was a marina on Fort Monmouth? Sold
since for millions??)
When I was at Fort Monmouth for a reunion in 2001, there were millions being
spent on the 68 Field Grade Officer quarters,
to remodel and refurbish same! Sixty eight
of them, most since sold at prices ranging
from $300K to $500K…(I do not know if
the other 450 some houses on post were restorable, or not, since they had been empty
for a number of years, but a lot of people
like to “fix up” houses!
I really have no “connection” to Fort
Monmouth, other than attending the Advance Course there in 1971, but I do recall

recall spending a lot of time checking out the many monuments and markers placed almost
everywhere that honored Signal Corps heroes, VIPs, KIAs from all wars, etc! Don’t try to
find out what happened to many of them, as it seems that bulldozers do not respect such
things!
So why does it ***** me off! This was a historically significant area, a lot of real history
was tied up with the fort, paid for by taxpayers, over a long period of time, and somehow
groups of individuals, many of whom possibly were, and are, known as “shady” characters, (It is New Jersey!) found a way to turn it into a money grab for themselves!
I won’t go on about Fort Mommouth, because as I said “it is a source of extreme aggravation” for me! But then I am disgusted with the crap going on at Fort Gordon also!
It is no longer a Signal post, I’m told. What really ticks me off about Gordon is that it is
impossible to find anyone there who cares one bit about those who have served!
It seems to me that those currently “in power” are more into “erasing” history than preserving any part of it! One of our esteemed graduates has advised me of the really crappy
way the current “leaders” (I use the term loosely!) have turned our Freedom Park brick
display into a jumbled up, unkempt, not easy to access, moldy and unsightly mess!
In closing! I’m proud of my Signal Corps background, and that I was a part of the Signal Corps when it was a great organization, but the Signal Corps that we knew, no longer
exists! As for the current military, with all the “woke” changes, I would not last a week in
today’s modern Army! My final question is “What the hell has happened to the good old
days when pride came before profiteering?”
Starting today, I am forgetting about the destruction of Fort Monmouth, the downward
trend of Fort Gordon, the degradation of the military that I once proudly served and the
loss of the Signal Corps! If it isn’t about Signal OCS, I’m going to just “Fergit about it”….
........... Richard Green .........

The rest of the March 2002 article read… Part II - 7 Dec 1941
Forrest wrote in his resume of the day he realized that he was homesick and headed out
to Caldwell NJ to visits relatives there. His Aunt Kathleen met him at the door with “Oh,
it’s you Forrest. Thank God you’re safe”. Inside the radio was blaring out the news of the
attack on Pearl Harbor. It was Sunday afternoon when the news broke on the east coast.
Forrest wrote that he sat down and listened as each available detail was broadcast to a
stunned, shocked country, adding that it was obvious that great damage and loss of life
was taking place at Pearl Harbor. He relates that it is interesting to note that the sinking
of battleships in Pearl Harbor was a military secret and that the media did not reveal to
the Japanese or the American public just how many ships or personnel were lost in that
attack, stating that the numbers were not announced until 1945 shortly before the Japanese
surrendered.
(Editor’s note) Too bad the media does not show that discretionary ability in these times.
Sometimes it appears that we give away more information in a day than an our enemy’s
intelligence could collect in a life time.)
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Part III

At the close of the chapters on his military
experiences, (which I emphasize is most interesting and full of explicit details, sometimes almost too explicit.) Forrest provided
this summary which most of us can identify
with, at least in part. It is titled: “Notes Written Fifty One Years Later”.
This marked the end of my military career. Looking back I view my military service in perspective. I thoroughly enjoyed
the security. Excellent medical facilities and
people were available everywhere, meals
and housing were taken for granted. Many
of the worrisome tasks of civilian life were
automatic, requiring no thought or concern.
I met some remarkable people, both Regular Army and the temporary Army of the
United States. I could write reams about one
lesson I learned: there is nobility in all men.
The foul mouthed, uneducated boor may
well turn out to be one’s best friend when
the chips are down. Conversely, one may
be disappointed in the stereotypical nice kid
next door. There are many layers in the human personality. Exploration of these layers
can be disappointing as well as rewarding.
The Army in many respects was my alma
mater. I was a callow, naïve and somewhat
feckless person when I entered the service.
Many questions and doubts were resolved
during that period. There is no doubt that
marrying and becoming a father during
these years was a major factor in my personal development, but the military backdrop
was always there.
I retain great respect for the military; they
perform a multitude of tasks exceptionally
well. Furthermore I found that contrary to
popular belief at the time, the Regular Army
people were a group of fine patriotic people,
dedicated to their country.
There are many stories that I have left
untold. Some are sordid, some are not worth
retelling, and some are just better off forgotten. I have written primarily of the ones that
I remember best, for one reason or another.
Forrest T. Choate, Class 7-42......

At 99, computer pioneer looks
back at early Minnesota tech

Donald Weidenbach, Class 31-44

Don Weidenbach blossomed as a digital
computer pioneer after World War II and
forged a 30-year career as an electrical engineer in the early years of Minnesota’s computer tech era.
One recent morning, 99-year-old Don
Weidenbach tinkered with a balky humidifier on a workbench in the basement of his

senior condo building in Edina. He’s volunteered to repair busted lamps and small appliances since he and his wife of 68 years, Charleen, moved there in 2010.
“My dad was no good at fixing things, so I started early — tightening loose doorknobs
and fixing toilets as a kid,” he said during a break for lunch.
Weidenbach blossomed as a digital computer pioneer after World War II and forged a
30-year career as an electrical engineer in the early years of Minnesota’s computer tech
era. Through a dizzying swirl of mergers and spinoffs, companies such as Remington
Rand, Sperry, Univac and Control Data emerged.
Throw in Honeywell and IBM’s massive Rochester facility and, by 1960, Minnesota
was an early Silicon Valley — and Weidenbach was right in the thick of it.
“Back then, the word ‘computer’ wasn’t even part of the vocabulary,” Weidenbach said.
“We were concerned there wouldn’t be a market and they wouldn’t last because they were
too large, used thousands of vacuum tubes and cost more than a million dollars a unit.”
All that changed 75 years ago this month, when an electronics company called Engineering Research Associates (ERA) opened its doors in St. Paul’s Midway district near
the old Montgomery Ward store. Computer pioneers like Weidenbach moved into a large
industrial plant at 1902 W. Minnehaha Av., where wartime gliders had been built. Backed
with military contracts, ERA started as a secretive company to continue the U.S. Navy’s
code-breaking advances that ramped up after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor caught
the nation off guard in 1941.
While with ERA, Weidenbach developed magnetic drums the size of car tires that stored
information — the grandparents of today’s hard drives. A commercial computer he designed enabled a catalog company to punch in phone orders and track inventory; 70 years
later, we do the same with phones in our pockets.
Weidenbach grew up in Scotland, S.D., and earned an electrical engineering degree at
South Dakota State College in 1943. After joining the Army, he attended Signal Corps
OCS at Ft. Monmouth, NJ, and was trained as a radio communications expert and served
in the Philippines during World War II.
By the time Weidenbach retired in 1976 at age 55, ERA had become Univac and his
accomplishments ranged from magnetic drum memory breakthroughs to innovations for
airline reservations and air traffic control. He also helped develop Athena missile-launch
computers for the military.
He and Charleen moved to Bloomington in 1960 and raised five children, none of
whom followed their dad into computers. But all three daughters married engineers.
“Don is a member of the greatest generation,” said Lowell Benson, a retired Univac
engineer and leader of the VIP retirees group that this month is marking the 75th anniversary of the first time ERA pushed the power button on Minnesota’s computer age. “He can
be proud of being an IT pioneer.”
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NEW BOOK
by
OCS Graduate

Wayne Light, Class 25-67

Wayne writes: Hey Richard, hope all is
well with you. I very much wanted to make
the annual reunion this year, but life has a
way of getting in the way. Anxious to read
about it in the newsletter.
Recently I attended my college class reunion, and one of my college friends , whom
I haven’t seen in over 58 years was there
and brought me a book which he had written,
published by The Texas A and M University
Press in 2004. The title is “Reluctant Lieutenant.” From Basic to OCS in the Sixties”.
Jerry Morton and I attendedCentre College
together from 1960 through 1964. I went to
Ohio State and got a Masters and he went to
Univ Tennessee and got a masters in Psychology. Four months before me, he went
to basic training at Fort Dix New Jersey and
then AIT at Fort McClellan Alabama. He
then went to Infantry OCS At Ft Benning.
I also went to Fort Dix and Fort McClellan.
After OCS he initially got orders to take
two weeks off and then come back for jump
school at Fort Benning. But shortly there after his orders were rescinded and he got to
go where he wanted to go which was Fort
Bragg North Carolina. To become part of
the psychological warfare college there.
He spent two years there and then left the
military and went back to Tennessee to work
in the psychology area. The book was a page
turner and brought back so many wonderful
and funny and often painful memories of basic AIT and OCS. I laughed hard for hours
at the crazy stories and life in basic and beyond. I encourage you to forward this information to all the OCS mailing list. The book
is still in print and can be found on Amazon
and other book locations.
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We had plenty of good times, and plenty of
Just finished reading a TAC’s report to bad times.
the War Department from WWII. “A List of
Candidates Relieved and Why They Were We didn’t get enough sleep.
Released.” (None of this is known to have
been required prior to 1944, but I guess the We smoked and drank too much.
desk jockeys in DC needed something to
do, and what better than putting more work We picked up both good and bad habits.
on the worker’s back!)
Anyway, some of the reasons are much We worked hard and played harder.
like what we had in the Korean War and
Vietnam War programs! Lack of adaptabil- We didn’t earn a great wage.
ity, Academic short comings, Lack of leadership ability, Excessive demerits, etc… We experienced the happiness of mail call
but some were creative “Lack of Mental and the sadness of missing important events.
Alertness”, Lack of Objectivity, Poor Personality, etc”… I could have used all those We didn’t know when, or even if, we were
on a SMAC named “Ivler”… I was on post ever going to see home again.
on my day off and decided to stop by the
barracks! ALL the candidates were busy, We grew up fast, and yet somehow, we nevbut as I walked thru the barracks (10AM) er grew up at all.
I saw Ivler still in his bunk! I woke him up
and asked him “nicely” what was up, and he We fought for our freedom, as well as the
said “I just don’t feel like getting up today!” freedom of others.
I told him to enjoy his Saturday and left! ( I
might have rolled him out of bed, but I don’t Some of us saw actual combat, and some of
remember doing so.) Anyhow, I called him us didn’t.
in on Monday and handed him a “Quit letSome of us saw the world, and some of us
ter” to sign, and he barely hesitated…
OH, .. one more thing! If everyone that didn’t.
moves would update me (member, or not) it
would save a lot of time for other associa- Some of us dealt with physical warfare,
tion requirements! I sens out about 40 plus most of us dealt with psychological warfare.
letters, each month, to “lost” individuals,
who have moved and not informed anyone, We have seen and experienced and dealt
including me! It bothers me to have some- with things that we can’t fully describe or
one listed as “found when I have to go re- explain, as not all of our sacrifices were
physical.
find him!!
Richard Green...

From the Cave #3

Col. Earl Tingle, Class 09-67

We participated in time honored ceremonies
Earl senr this in:
and rituals with each other, strengthening
To understand a Military Veteran
our bonds and camaraderie.
you must know:
We left home as teenagers or in our early
We counted on each other to get our job
twenties for an unknown adventure.
done and sometimes to survive it at all.
We loved our country enough to defend it
We have dealt with victory and tragedy.
and protect it with our own lives.
We said goodbye to friends and family and
everything we knew.

We have celebrated and mourned.
We lost a few along the way.

We learned the basics and then we scattered
When our adventure was over, some of us
in the wind to the far corners of the Earth.
went back home, some of us started somewhere new and some of us never came home
We found new friends and new family.
at all.
We became brothers and sisters regardless
We have told amazing and hilarious stories
of color, race or creed.
of our exploits and adventures.
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We share an unspoken bond with each other, LT Leonard Rokaw, Class 45-44
that most people don’t experience, and few
will understand.

We speak highly of our own branch of service, and poke fun at the other branches.
We know however, that, if needed, we will
be there for our brothers and sisters and
stand together as one, in a heartbeat.
Being a Veteran is something that had to be
earned, and it can never be taken away.
It has no monetary value, but at the same
time it is a priceless gift.
People see a Veteran and they thank them for
their service.
When we see each other, we give that little
upwards head nod, or a slight smile, knowing that we have shared and experienced
things that most people have not.
So, from myself to the rest of the veterans
out there, I commend and thank you for all
that you have done and sacrificed for your
country.
Try to remember the good times and make
peace with the bad times.
Share your stories.
But most importantly, stand tall and proud,
for you have earned the right to be called a
Veteran.

My brother in law
law (now deceased) had a phrase he used
that raised a lot of questions, from others!
I’m pretty sure that the accurate phrase he
rendered was “If you’ve done the best you
can, then that’s sorry enough!”
I’ve heard jokes about the saying and
have heard expressions of not knowing
what it meant! However not long ago, I had
a friend that tried to help me with a project
and couldn’t follow through! He said “I did
the best I could, but couldn’t make it happen
and I’m sorry!”
Without thinking I said “If you did your
best, that’s sorry enough!”
(When he asked me what that meant, I said
“You did your best, it didn’t work, you don’t
have any reason to be sorry!
So… that’s my understanding of what my
brother in law meant and “I’m sticking to
it!”
........R. Green......

Leonard Rokaw, a WWII veteran recently joined the respected cohort of American
CENTENARIANS — the growing group of
America’s senior citizens who have passed
their 100th birthday. Born September 29,
1921, in Brooklyn, New York, Len grew up
in that New York City borough and graduated from Brooklyn College in 1942 with a
degree in math and science education.
In November 1943, Len was inducted
into the U.S. Army. He received basic training at Camp Upton in Suffolk County on
Long Island, a military training facility that
had been deactivated after WWI.
Following basic training, Len was assigned to the Army Signal Corps and was
transferred to Ft. Monmouth. Although he
was not deployed overseas, he was trained
in repeater and carrier operations. That period in WWII preceded the modern era of
high-tech electronic communications and
Len’s MOS involved laying phone lines and
handling repeater and amplifier operations
for field telephone communications.
In 1945, Len applied to and was accepted for the Signal Corps Officer Candidate
School (OCS) at Ft. Monmouth. He completed the course, received his commission
as a 2nd Lieutenant in May 1945, and was
then sent to Camp Crowder near Joplin,
MO.
Ultimately, Len received orders for overseas deployment, but with the end of WWII
in September 1945, military urgencies began to wind down and his deployment was
cancelled. He was released from the Army
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and returned to New Jersey where he resumed civilian employment at Ft. Monmouth.
Over the next 31 years, Len worked at
increasing levels of responsibility in scientific information dissemination and public
affairs and communications at the Technical Information Division of the Army Signal Corps Engineering Laboratories at Ft.
Monmouth, later to be reorganized as the
U.S. Army Electronics Command (ECOM).
During his tenure he served on the personal
staff of six of ECOM’s commanding generals and ultimately rose to the position of
Civilian Director of Public Affairs. He was
nominated for and presented with the Department of the Army Distinguished Civilian Service Award from Ft. Monmouth’s
then commander, Major General William
B. Latta.
Len retired from ECOM in 1977 after a
career that involved him in publicizing almost every major electronics development
to emerge from Ft. Monmouth’s Signal
Corps R&D facilities during the period
1946 -1977.
Len and his wife, the former Evelyn Agris,
were married in 1960. She passed away in
2010 after a marriage of 50 years.
Through the years, Len was also active in
public service. He was a member of the Deal
Lake Commission for 25 years, 7 years of
which he served as Commission chairman.
He still maintains an active membership
in the Signal Corps OCS Association and
actively continues his charter membership
in the Ft. Monmouth AFCA chapter of AFCEA (Armed Forces Communications and
Electronics Association). In 1992, Len received a Lifetime Achievement Award at
the 50th reunion of his Brooklyn College
class 1942.
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Beautiful Flags

Don Lowe, Class 16-67 makes these flags

The association will receive $25 for each flag sold this way. Just mention this when ordering or use the coupon code of
OCS when ordering online at www.aBeautifulFlag.com/flags.
The stars and emblems are carved into the wood, not painted. The flags are 48” x 26”, 36” x 19.5” and 18.25” x 9.75” and
ready to be hung. 100% satisfaction guaranteed.
My 12-year-old grandson and I work together building these flags and have been doing this for over a year. We have
built over 75 flags and sold them across the country, see all the flags we offer and testimonials at:www.aBeautifulFlag.com

Don says “My 12-year-old grandson, Jeremiah, is my best salesman.”

Call me if you are interested or purchase directly from our website.
P.S. The Signal Corps Flag is my favorite. Don Lowe, Class 16-67.
donlowe@cox.net
479-616-6000 cell

